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Attorney's Docket No. 024943-058 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of ) 

Volker von WENZ ) Group Art Unit: Unassigned 

Application No.: Unassigned ) Examiner: Unassigned 

Filed: January 16, 2004 ) Confirmation No.: Unassigned 
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FIRST INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, the following information is brought to 
the Examiner's attention. 

German Offenlegungsschrift No. 29 13 708. A discussion of relevance of this 
document is set forth on page one of the present application. 

German Offenlegungsschrift No. 33 26 316. A discussion of relevance of this 
document is set forth on page one of the present application. 

German Offenlegungsschrift No. 2 234 428. A discussion of relevance of this 
document is set forth on page two of the present application. 

German Offenlegungsschrift No. 1 910 692. A discussion of relevance of this 
document is set forth on page two of the present application. 

U.S. Patent No. 824,628. 
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To assist the Examiner in entering the foregoing information into the record, 
the above-noted documents are cited on the attached form PTO-1449. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, a copy of each of the German documents cited 
is enclosed. However, copies of the listed U.S. patent is not enclosed since it is no 
longer required according to the July 1 1 , 2003 waiver of the requirement for copies 
of cited U.S. patents in national patent applications filed after June 30, 2003. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the foregoing information 
and to acknowledge such consideration by initialling, signing and returning the 
enclosed additional copy of form PTO-1449. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Burns, Doane, Swecker, & Mathis, l.l.p. 



Date: January 16, 2004 




Matthew L. Schneider 
Registration No. 32,814 



P. O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 
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Include name of author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue number(s), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. § 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 
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